DAVID ANOINTED KING

BIBLE TEXT :_I Samuel 16:1-23

LESSON 210 Junior Course

MEMORY VERSE: "God is the judge: he putteth down one, and setteth up another” (Psalm 75:7).

1 Samuel 16:1-23

! And the LORD said unto Samuel,
How long wilt thou mourn for Saul,
seeing | have rejected him from
reigning over Israel? fill thine horn
with oil, and go, I will send thee to
Jesse the Bethlehemite: for I have
provided me a king among his
sons.

2 And Samuel said, How can | go?
if Saul hear /t, he will kill me. And
the LORD said, Take an heifer with
thee, and say, | am come to
sacrifice to the LORD.

3 And call Jesse to the sacrifice,
and I will shew thee what thou
shalt do: and thou shalt anoint
unto me A/m whom | hame unto
thee.

* And Samuel did that which the
LORD spake, and came to
Bethlehem. And the elders of the
town trembled at his coming, and
said, Comest thou peaceably?

> And he said, Peaceably: | am
come to sacrifice unto the LORD:
sanctify yourselves, and come with
me to the sacrifice. And he
sanctified Jesse and his sons, and
called them to the sacrifice.

® And it came to pass, when they
were come, that he looked on
Eliab, and said, Surely the LORD'S
anointed /s before him.

" But the LORD said unto Samuel,
Look not on his countenance, or
on the height of his stature;
because | have refused him: for
the LORD seeth not as man seeth;
for man looketh on the outward
appearance, but the LORD looketh
on the heart.

® Then Jesse called Abinadab, and
made him pass before Samuel.
And he said, Neither hath the
LORD chosen this.

David Anointed King

BIBLE REFERENCES:

NOTES:
MEMORY VERSE:
A Time of Joy
God had rejected Saul from being king over Israel because
of his disobedience. Samuel had loved Saul very much at the time
he had ruled Israel well, and the Prophet was very much grieved
that Saul was no longer a good king whom God could use.
One day God said to Samuel: "How long wilt thou mourn for
Saul, seeing | have rejected him from reigning over Israel?" God's
judgment had fallen. Saul had had several opportunities to
repent, and had refused them. Now, so far as being king of Israel
was concerned, there was no more hope for him. God told
Samuel to grieve no more but forget the past and anoint a new
king. It was a time of great joy when a new king was to be
anointed. New hope was born.

The Sacrifice at Bethlehem

God sent Samuel to Bethlehem, to the house of Jesse, and
told him to anoint one of Jesse's sons to be the next king. Samuel
was afraid that if Saul heard about it he would want to kill him.
Saul was still the king, and of course he would be jealous of
anyone else who might be appointed for the throne. But God
takes care of His children when He sends them on an errand for
Him.

God told Samuel that he should take along a heifer when he
went to Bethlehem, and offer sacrifices as he usually did when on
his duties as circuit rider. Thus Saul would probably never hear
about the anointing.

Samuel went as God had said; and when he came to
Bethlehem the elders of the city became frightened and wondered
what they might have done wrong that would bring Samuel at this
time. Samuel assured them that all was well. He asked them to
sanctify themselves and come together to worship with him. He
especially invited the family of Jesse.

We can sanctify, or prepare, ourselves before a time of
worship by putting all thoughts of our work and play out of our
minds and thinking about things of God. We should always pray
before a meeting that God will help us to do everything we can to
tell someone about Jesus in such a way that he will want to be
saved. Then God will bless us and we will feel that the meeting
has been worth while.

God's Viewpoint

When everyone was prepared for the time of the sacrifices,
they met with Samuel at the altar of God. As Samuel looked over
the group he noticed Jesse's eldest son, Eliab, a fine-looking
young man, and thought he must be the next king of Israel. God
had noticed him too, but saw more than Samuel saw. He knew
that Eliab did not qualify as king. He told Samuel, "Man looketh on
the outward appearance, but the LORD looketh on the heart."”

Then came Abinadab, and Shammah, the next younger
sons. Still God was not satisfied. Neither of these would be the
next king. Then came the fourth and fifth sons — and the sixth
and seventh. All had passed by, and still God said "No." What was
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® Then Jesse made Shammah to
pass by. And he said, Neither hath
the LORD chosen this.

19 Again, Jesse made seven of his
sons to pass before Samuel. And
Samuel said unto Jesse, The LORD
hath not chosen these.

2 And Samuel said unto Jesse, Are
here all thy children? And he said,
There remaineth yet the youngest,
and, behold, he keepeth the
sheep. And Samuel said unto
Jesse, Send and fetch him: for we
will not sit down till he come
hither.

12 And he sent, and brought him
in. Now he was ruddy, and withal
of a beautiful countenance, and
goodly to look to. And the LORD
said, Arise, anoint him: for this /s
he.

3 Then Samuel took the horn of
oil, and anointed him in the midst
of his brethren: and the Spirit of
the LORD came upon David from
that day forward. So Samuel rose
up, and went to Ramah.

4 But the Spirit of the LORD
departed from Saul, and an evil
spirit from the LORD troubled him.
1> And Saul's servants said unto
him, Behold now, an evil spirit
from God troubleth thee.

18 Let our lord now command thy
servants, which are before thee, to
seek out a man, who /s a cunning
player on an harp: and it shall
come to pass, when the evil spirit
from God is upon thee, that he
shall play with his hand, and thou
shalt be well.

7 And Saul said unto his servants,
Provide me now a man that can
play well, and bring A/m to me.

'8 Then answered one of the
servants, and said, Behold, | have
seen a son of Jesse the
Bethlehemite, that /s cunning in
playing, and a mighty valiant man,
and a man of war, and prudent in
matters, and a comely person, and
the LORD /s with him.

David Anointed King

Samuel to think? God had sent him to anoint a son of Jesse to be
king, and they had all passed by, and still no king.

Samuel asked Jesse, "Are here all thy children?" Jesse
answered that his youngest son was out keeping the sheep, and
as he was so young it had not been thought necessary to call
him. The other brothers did not care to be bothered with their
little brother. That little brother was David, and he was the man
God wanted to be king of Israel. Although his brothers did not
pay attention to him, God had. David was not alone with the
sheep on the hillside; God was with him and teaching him about
eternal things.

Preparation

David had not wasted his time while he was out there
watching the sheep. God likes to see someone diligent in
whatever he is doing; and as David watched the sheep, he was
practicing his music lesson. He might have said that no one
would ever hear him play anyway, so why put forth any effort.
The time came when he was called to play for the king and he
was ready. And while he played he also sang praises to God.
David wrote many of the beautiful Psalms in the Bible, and it
may be that some were written while he was tending the sheep.
He no doubt received his inspiration for writing, "The LORD is
my shepherd; | shall not want" (Psalm 23:1), from this early
occupation.

When David arrived at the feast where the sacrifice had
been made, God told Samuel that this was the new king. Samuel
arose and anointed him with oil for that position, right there in
front of all his family who had not thought he amounted to very
much.

Jesus told His disciples: "If any man serve me, him will my
Father honour" (John 12:26). David had been serving God with
all his heart, and now God was beginning to honor him for his
faithfulness.

After God's Heart

The Spirit of the Lord came upon David from that day on;
and through the many years of faithful service, David always
tried to please God. When he did sin, he repented with a broken
heart, and God forgave him. He was a man after God's own
heart. To honor God and serve Him was the ambition of his life.

David did not feel that since he had been anointed to be
king, he was too good to work. He went back to taking care of
his father's flock until such time as God would need him.
Through all the years of waiting God stayed right with him and
took care of him.

Saul's Misery

Saul was still living in his fine palace, but the Spirit of God
had departed from him, and an evil spirit troubled him. He was
irritable, and no one could please him. His servants thought that
music might soothe him, and they tried to find a good musician.
And whom do you suppose they found? Yes, it was David.
Someone had heard him play and told the king about him. He
said, too, that David was a brave young man, and one whom the
king would like to have in his home.

Saul sent a message to Jesse asking if his youngest son
might come to the palace to live for a while. Of course, Jesse
was glad that the king wanted to honor someone of his family.
He quickly fixed a present to send with David, and sent him to
the king.

At the Palace
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9\Wherefore Saul sent messengers When Saul met David, "he loved him greatly." David was
unto Jesse. and said. Send me appointed to be the king's armor-bearer, which made him a
' ' servant who would always be near his ruler. After that, whenever

David thy son, which /s with the the evil spirit would come upon Saul, David would play sweet

gpeep- music on his harp, and perhaps sing, too, and the spirit would
And Jesse took an ass /aden leave.

with bread, and a bottle of wine, This was an opportunity for David to learn about the duties

and a kid, and sent them by David of a king. He had always lived in the country and did not know

the manners of the court. God had made this way for David to

his son unto Saul. learn what would need to be done when he became the ruler of

L And David came to Saul, and Israel.
stood before him: and he loved QUESTIONS
him greatly; and he became his 1 Where did God send Samuel to anoint a king?
armourbearer. 2 Why was Samuel afraid of Saul? o
22 And Saul sent to Jesse saying 3 How did God arrange for the anointing to be made?

. ! ’ 4 How many sons did Jesse have?
Let David, | pray thee, stand 5 How many passed by Samuel but were rejected?
before me; for he hath found 6 Where was David?
favour in my sight. 7 What had David been doing besides his regular duties?
23 And it came to pass, when the 8 How did Samuel know David was to be the next king?

9 What did David do after he was anointed?

evi/ spirit from God was upon Saul, 10 How did David get to the palace of Saul?

that David took an harp, and
played with his hand: so Saul was
refreshed, and was well, and the
evil spirit departed from him.
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